Why Study Biblical Prophecy?

1. 30 percent of the Bible is devoted to Prophecy

2. No other religious text in the world, including the Koran, the Hindu Vedas, the sayings of Buddha, or the Book of Mormon contain prophecy

3. Prophecy never foretold the coming of any other religious figure in history other than Jesus Christ, of which there were over 300 prophecies foretelling his coming.

4. The 100% accurate fulfillment of Biblical prophecy shows us that the Bible is the divinely inspired word of God, and the prophecies fulfilled by Jesus Christ show that He was who He claimed to be—the Son of God.

Two Major Themes of Prophecy

1. Israel 

2. The Messiah (Jesus)

3. Many other prophecies exist in reference to individual nations, and individuals.

Prophecies Relating to Israel 

1. God promised His people would be scattered 

a. Deut 28:64

b. I Kings 9:7

c. Nehemiah 1:8

d. Amos 9:9

e. Zechariah 7:14

Fulfillment:  In AD 66 the Jews revolted against Roman rule. In AD 70 the Roman 

emperor Titus crushed the rebellion and destroyed the city and the Temple. Jews were forbidden to live there or to visit the Temple site.  Therefore the Jews were forced to move throughout the entire Roman Empire.  (Encyclopedia Britannica)
2. God promised that His people would be persecuted 

a. Deut 28:37

b. II Chronicles 7:20

c. Jeremiah 29:18; 44:8

Fulfillment:  Ever since the Jews were forced to move out of Jerusalem they have been 

mistreated by other peoples, being forced to live in ghettos, and constantly abused and mocked.  Just look at what the Nazis did to the Jews in World War II!
3. God promised His people would not be destroyed

a. Jeremiah 30:11, 31:35-37

Fulfillment:   We know that Jewish people are still alive today; there is even a country of 

Israel 
4. God would keep his chosen people separated to himself 

a. Exodus 33:16

b. Leviticus 20:26

Fulfillment:   Jewish people didn’t even have their own country for 1900 years, but they 

are still alive.  The Catholic Church even passed laws in the Middle Ages preventing Catholics from marrying Jews.

5. God promised that he would bring his people back into the land 

a. Jeremiah 30:10; 31:8-12

b. Ezekiel 36:24,35-38

Fulfillment:   After WWII Great Britain controlled what is modern day Israel.  After the 

Holocaust the United Nations declared modern day Israel a state for Jewish people.  Finally on May 14, 1948 Israel declared Independence.

6. God said that Jerusalem would become a “heavy stone for all peoples” 

a. Zechariah 12:2,3

Fulfillment:   The news is full of stories about happenings in Jerusalem every day.  Many 

people fear that World War III will break out in that City.

Prophecies Relating to Jesus

Historical Conditions for Christ’s as prophesied in the old testament were that His birth had to occur before the scepter departed Judah (Genesis 49:10), while the temple was still standing (Malachi 3:1), while the genealogical records were available to prove his lineage  (II Samuel 7:12; Psalm 89), and shortly before the temple and Jerusalem were destroyed (Daniel 9:26)

	Concerning his birth 
	Prophesied
	Fulfilled 

	Born of a virgin
	Isaiah 7:14
	Matthew 1:18-25 

	Seed of David
	Jeremiah 23:5
	Luke 3:31

	Born in Bethlehem
	Micah 5:2
	Matthew 2:1-6 

	Herod kills the children
	Jeremiah 31:15
	Matthew 2:16-18 


	Concerning his ministry 
	Prophesied 
	Fulfilled 

	Preceded by a messenger
	Isaiah 40:3
	Matthew 3:1-3 

	To begin in Galilee
	Isaiah 9:1-2
	Matthew 4:12-17 

	Ministry of Miracles
	Isaiah 35:5-6
	Matthew 9:35;11:4 

	Teacher of parables
	Ps 78:1-4
	Matthew 13:34-35 

	He was to enter the temple
	Mal 3:1
	Matthew 21:10-12 

	Enter Jerusalem on donkey
	Zech 9:9
	Matthew 21:1-7 

	Enter Jerusalem on Day Prophesied
	Daniel 9:25, Nehemiah 2:1
	Matthew 21:1-9


	The day Jesus was crucified 
	Prophesied 
	Fulfilled 

	Betrayed by a friend
	Ps 41:9
	John 13:18-27 

	Sold for 30 pieces of silver
	Zech 11:12
	Matthew 26:14-15

	30 pieces thrown in Temple
	Zech 11:13
	Matthew 27:3-5

	30 pieces buys potters field
	Zech 11:13
	Matthew 27:6-10

	Forsaken by His disciples
	Zech 13:7
	Mk 14:27+50 

	Accused by false witnesses
	Ps 35:11+20-21 
	Matthew 26:59-61

	Silent before accusers
	Isaiah 53:7
	Matthew 27:12-14 

	Beaten and spit upon
	Isaiah 50:6
	Matthew 26:67-68 

	Mocked
	Ps 22:6-8
	Matthew 27:27-31

	Hands and feet pierced
	Ps 22:16
	John 20:24-28 

	Crucified with thieves
	Isaiah 53:12
	Matthew 27:38 

	Rejected by His own people
	Isaiah 53:3
	John 19:14-15 

	Hated without cause
	Ps 69:4
	John 15:25 

	People wag their heads
	Ps 22:7; 109:25
	Matthew 27:39

	People stared at Him
	Ps 22:17
	Luke 23:35 

	Clothes divided and gambled for
	Ps 22:18
	John 19:23-24

	Became very thirsty
	Ps 22:15
	John 19:28 

	Gall and vinegar offered Him
	Ps 69:21
	Matthew 27:34

	His forsaken cry
	Ps 22:1
	Matthew 27:46 

	Bones not broken
	Ps 34:20
	John 19:32-36 

	His side pierced
	Zech 12:10
	John 19:34+37 

	Darkness over the land
	Amos 8:9
	Luke 23:44-45 

	Buried in rich man's tomb
	Isaiah 53:9
	Matthew 27:57-60 


Destruction of the Temple prophesied in Daniel 9:26, and Matthew 24:1-2

