Out-of-class Activity 2 

Think of an instructional or learning need you would like to address using technology. Consider how technologies might help you satisfy this need. Next, select a technology that will meet all or part of the need.  Can you identify the predetermined results of that technology? The knowledge, skills, and abilities needed to produce the desired results? What about the resources and environment needed? To clarify your thinking on these items, please answer the following questions:

1.
What need, problem or issue are you attempting to address?

The need that I am trying to address is to give the parents an opportunity to be involved with our programs by getting access to information related to the preschool and secondly to train them as well as staff members to have more hands-on-technology skills. 
2.
What technology have you selected to help you address this need, problem or issue?

In my opinion the best technology to address my need is to build a website that includes all information related to the school's philosophy, programs availability, registration procedures as well as web pages accessible only to the parents and teachers that includes newsletters, photo albums etc
3.
What predetermined result(s) does this technology produce?

This technology will reinforce parents and teachers to access the website more frequently and accordingly more computer and internet application thus more interaction with the school's development.
4.
Is this predetermined result enough to satisfy completely your need, solve your problem, or resolve your issue?

No the predetermined results doesn't satisfy my need completely since it targets only parents looking for a preschool facility and school teachers, but not those of other disciplines. In addition if I continue to be responsible for updating the website then the staff members will not get an opportunity to develop their skills further by updating the website by themselves.
5.
Do you anticipate other results from using this technology that do not contribute to addressing your need?

I believe I will get the opportunity to develop new computer tools and features as well as website building techniques. I also anticipate that I might face fraudulent actions from some individuals who might get access to some of the preschool related documents.
6.
Are these additional results desired or undesired?

Gaining computer and webpage skills is very much desired since it will help me to in some of the courses of instructional technology but at the same time it is a drawback since I will limit myself using technology to interact with parents at all times not putting in consideration that there will be parents that do not or will not use technology to interact with the staff members or school news. 
Fraudulency is not a desired result but by using password gates I am hoping the documents will not be accessible to all.

7.
Will the results produced by the technology you selected be used as part of a larger (more comprehensive?) process or product?

Yes I am hoping in the future to include curriculum themes and video shots of the children during different activities and even commentaries from parents.
8.
What do you have to know to make the technology produce the predetermined result in Item 3?
            I have to have proper presentation skills and writing skills to be able to give brief comprehensive information about our preschool to cater for those parents who do not like to spend time reading long documents. I have to ensure that I can provide easy accessible links of updated information like converting word documents to PDF files, using photo albums, using hyperlinks and to provide the teachers with all the parents' email links for communication instead of using paper documents. I also have to be able to use emails to explain to the parents how to access the website and its categories and provide them with proper links.
9.
What do you have to be able to do to make the technology work?
I need to search for a web hosting company and a domain name company to register with them in order to be able to build my website. I need to use Microsoft Page or Dreamweaver to start designing my website. I need to then search for animation and suitable colors to represent a preschool setting and include them in the webpage. I have to decide on what is relevant and irrelevant to have on the website ranging from documents to photos to general information. I need to be able to use programs like Paint shop Pro; Acrobat distiller etc to include certain documents or features. I also need to know how to upload the website files to the server.
10.
Could anybody with these abilities and knowledge produce the predetermined result? If not, are there other abilities and knowledge that are needed to make the technology work?

Also, you may want to take another look at the predetermined result and see if it needs to be revised to reflect only what the technology produces.
Yes, I believe with the above mentioned abilities and knowledge an individual can produce the predetermined results. I also think that building websites requires a lot of patience and a vision that links the design of the website to the targeted audience.
11.
Could anybody with these abilities and knowledge satisfy the need you identified? 
If not, what is missing and what skills are required to achieve the ultimate result you desire?

            I believe the person needs to have the will to learn various computer applications and be patient while learning because not knowing how to deal with the various features in designing websites can be somehow tedious and frustrating. I also believe the person should have the vision on how to create websites that can act as a "customer service" with all relevant data or as studied last week an "Electronic Resource Center" for a program, product etc.
12.
What resources does this technology require?

            Companies that provide web hosting and domain names to individuals. In addition to high-speed internet access to facilitate fast communication with the server.
13. In what environment should this technology be used?
Websites can be used in all environments but it plays a major role in educational needs to target as many students as possible especially because of high number of students.
 

