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Abstract
The lesson developed for this audio module, “Sound Effects in Poetry”, appropriately relates to the module topic.  Through the use of a graphic organizer, selected poetry, and class discussion, the student will be able to identify both independently and in a group setting the following sound devices: rhyme, alliteration, assonance, and onomatopoeia.

As a motivational introductory activity, students view a clip from the Disney’s animated version of Alice in Wonderland which contains a musical version of the poem, “Jabberwocky”.  Entitled “Twas Brillig”, the listeners receive their first taste of the sound devices.  Next students are exposed to the techniques through an outline prepared by the teacher detailing the four subtopics of the lesson on sound devices.  The graphic organizer, listing each sound device with a brief definition, is useful as a reference and recall tool as well as an aid for visual learners.  

The lesson continues to explain the various techniques that poets may utilize to create sound in their poetry.  Two types of rhyme, end and internal, are explained and illustrated.  Repetition of consonant sounds, also known as alliteration, is detailed with examples from the poem.  Following the identification of alliterative examples, students, using teacher guidance and group discussion, identify examples of assonance and onomatopoeia.  The guided practice is important to make sure students are able to pick out and distinguish different types of sound techniques.

As a conclusion to the lesson, included to ensure that students apply what they have learned, the learners are instructed to read “The Cremation of Sam McGhee”, and following the independent reading, be able to recognize, record, and analyze another poet’s sound effects.

Objectives

1.  Given an audio clip from Alice in Wonderland, the student will listen to specific examples of sound devices found in the song “Twas Brillig”.

2.  Given a graphic organizer containing literary terms and their respective definitions along with teacher assistance, students will be able to identify at least two examples each of rhyme, alliteration, assonance, and onomatopoeia in a given poem.

3.  Given an example of poetry, independently the student will be able to identify at least two examples each of rhyme, alliteration, assonance, and onomatopoeia within that poem.

Goal/Purpose Statement

The overall goal of the lesson on sound devices in poetry is to become familiar with four specific devices: rhyme, alliteration, assonance, and onomatopoeia.  Upon completion, students will be able to define each term, identify multiple examples of each, and then apply their knowledge to other examples found in additional poems.

Needs Assessment
· Instructional problem – Standards of Learning Objectives 6.6 and 7.7 both state that “a student will read a variety of poetry…that describes the impact of specific word choices such as …figurative language.”   Therefore, an instructional plan needs to be developed to meet those objectives.  And because the objectives include figurative language, the choice of audio(through oral reading, music, and teacher modeling) to explore the four sound devices in poetry is fitting.

· Literature Review
The lesson is designed to help the student explore examples of figurative language, specifically sound devices.  “Typically, audio presentations are adapted to suit the instructional situation.” Tripp & Roby (1996, 28.7)  Consequently, the audio format is a logical choice for the presentation of material.  Communicating the sounds which identify the four devices – rhyme, alliteration, assonance, and onomatopoeia – provide the student with a more effective means by which to understand and distinguish between the techniques.   Different modes of audio are incorporated into the lesson from the instructor’s speech(i.e., reading the poem, reviewing the outline, prompting class discussion) to music from a movie clip. Students are expected to analyze the techniques present in graphic versions of the poems “Jabberwocky” and “The Cremation of Sam McGhee” through group discussion as well as independent reading. As a result, students will be required to use both the audio and visual components of learning to complete the assignment.   Researcher  Diana Aarntzen suggests that “Audio can be presented as the mainstream of information but it can also be used to complement the visual information.” Aarntzen(1993, p. 355) The instructor gives a “voice” to the sound devices while the students read the definitions/examples covered through class discussion.   

· Learner Profile
The audience targeted by this lesson is middle school students studying poetry within a language arts classroom setting.  As students of literature, they will be familiar with oral readings of selected poetry along with the use of class discussion to perform a specific objective.  The sound effects should be common to students as they will be able to recognize them in the music they listen to in various forms of contemporary media such as radio and television.  As a result, students can better relate the lesson’s subject matter to the music of their everyday experiences.   Due to poetry’s unique use of sound, reading a poem aloud often has more of an impact than just a silent reading of the text.  Finally, the learners are very comfortable with videocassette delivery and the video clip serves to capture interest and motivate the student.

Instructional Events

I.  Gain Attention – (Scene one) As a motivating introduction, the song “Twas Brillig” from Disney’s animated film Alice in Wonderland will be shown to the class.

2.  Inform the learner of objective – (Scenes one, two) The instructor identifies the objectives which are to listen to the use of sound in a song and review the list/definitions of four sound devices.  

3.  Stimulate recall of prior learning – (Scene two) Students will use the graphic organizer(the outline) to review examples of sound effects commonly used in poetry.

4.  Present new material – (Scenes one, three) The poem “Jabberwocky” is offered to students via video clip and textbook copy.

5, 6, 7 -   Provide learning guidance, elicit the performance, and provide feedback – (Scenes four through seven)  The instructor guides students to identifying the four sound techniques first through the outline and then through the poem “Jabberwocky”.  Each type of device is analyzed independently as the teacher leads a class discussion to locate at least two examples of each device within the poem.  The teacher offers feedback as the students share their responses.

8, 9 – Assess performance, enhance retention and transfer – (Scene eight)  As a follow-up activity designed to have students transfer retained knowledge about sound devices, they are assigned another poem in which they must locate and record two examples each of the four literary devices.
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	1
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Multimedia Storyboard

	Project: 
	Sound Effects in Poetry

	Date:
	January 13, 2002


	Scene Description:  A video excerpt, “Twas Brillig”, from the 1951 Disney animated film, Alice in Wonderland, is shown in a seventh grade language arts classroom


	Functionality/Interactivity
	Gain attention/motivation
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	Details
	Students will watch and listen to song “Twas Brillig” based on Lewis Carroll’s poem “Jabberwocky”

	Audio
	

	Speech
	“Many of you have seen the movie Alice in Wonderland, produced by the Disney studios in 1951 and remember such great classic songs from the film such as “I’m Late”.  But do you remember a clever little ditty entitled ‘Twas Brillig’?  Listen and watch while I play the clip from the movie.”

	Music 
	Song – “Twas Brillig” from the movie Alice in Wonderland(in videocassette format)

	Sound Effects
	none

	Text Attributes:
	none

	Still Images:
	none
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Multimedia Storyboard

	Project: 
	Sound Effects in Poetry
	

	Date:
	January 13, 2002
	

	Scene Description:  Teacher led review of previously defined literary terms

	Functionality/Interactivity
	Stimulate recall of prior learning
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	Details
	The students will use a prepared outline to review the various sound techniques that can be found in poetry.

	Audio
	

	Speech
	“Please take a look at the outline of literary terms focusing on sound techniques.  Four different types are listed in the outline along with a definition for each.  Read each to yourself as I read them aloud.  Rhyme is the repetition of similar sounds and can be found in a patterned form at the end of or within lines of poetry.  For example, the end of the first line in ‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’ rhymes with the end of the next line as in ‘star’ and ‘are’.  Alliteration is repetition of initial consonant sounds such as ‘bing bong’ while assonance is the repetition of vowel sounds such as ‘almost alone’.  Onomatopoetic words show their definition through their sounds.  Examples would be ‘clang’, ‘whoosh’, and ‘snap’.”

	Music 
	None

	Sound Effects
	Onomatopoetic words such as “clang”, “whoosh”, “snap”

	Text Attributes:
	Font type, size, and color: Arial, 12 point, black

	
	Organized in simple outline form

	Still Images:
	None
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Multimedia Storyboard

	Project: 
	Sound Effects in Poetry
	

	Date:
	January 13, 2002
	


	Scene Description:  Teacher reads aloud the poem “Jabberwocky” to the class


	Functionality/Interactivity
	Gain attention/present new material.
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	Details
	The instructor provides an oral recitation of “Jabberwocky” while students read along silently from their literature texts.

	Audio
	

	Speech
	“Lewis Carroll’s poem ‘Jabberwocky’ is full of fun and nonsense.  Listen carefully while I read aloud to you and then be ready to analyze the sound techniques found within the poem.

‘Twas brillig and the slithy toves 

Did gyre and gimble in  the wabe

All mimsy were the borogroves 

And the mome raths outgrabe.

“Beware the Jabberwock, my son!

The jaws that bite, the claws that catch!

Beware the jubjub bird, and shun

The frumious Bandersnatch!”

He took his vorpal sword in hand;

Long time the manxome foe he sought-

So rested he by the Tumtum tree.

And stood awhile in thought.

And, in uffish thought he stood,

The jabberwock, with eyes of flame,

Came whiffling through the tulgey wood, 

And burbled as it came!

One, two! One, two! And through and through

The vorpal sword went snicker-snack!

He left it dead, and with its head

Went galumphing back.

‘And hast thou slain the jabberwock?

Come to my arms, my beamish boy!

O frajbous day! Callooh! Callay!’

He chortled in his joy.

Twas brillig and the slithy toves 

Did gyre and gimble in the wabe

All mimsy were the borogroves 

And the mome raths outgrabe.”



	Music 
	None

	Sound Effects
	None

	Text Attributes:
	Standard textbook typeset

	Still Images:
	Illustration by Sir John Tenniel from Through the Looking Glass  accompanying textbook printing of the poem
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Multimedia Storyboard

	Project: 
	Sound Effects in Poetry
	

	Date:
	January 13, 2002
	


	Scene Description: Identifying examples of rhyming types found in the poem through class discussion


	Functionality/Interactivity
	Provide learning guidance, elicit the performance, provide feedback
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	Details
	After the teacher has read the poem aloud and the students have it silently, the teacher asks students to find examples of rhyming words within the poem.

	
	

	Audio
	

	Speech
	“Now that we have read and listened to the poem, let’s see if we can find some examples of rhyming words.  Does anyone remember the two types of rhyme patterns?(Elicit student responses – end/internal)  What type would you identify in this line: ‘So rested he by the Tumtum tree’(Elicit student response – internal)  Who can identify another example of internal rhyme?(Pause and wait for student responses)  Who can identify an example of end rhyme?”(Pause and wait for student responses)

	Music 
	None

	Sound Effects
	Rhyming sounds such as the long e sound identified in the above example of internal rhyme

	Text Attributes:
	Font type, size, and color: Arial, 12 point, black

	
	on outline 

	
	Standard textbook typeset

	Still Images:
	None
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Multimedia Storyboard

	Project: 
	Sound Effects in Poetry
	

	Date:
	January 13, 2002
	


	Scene Description:  Identifying examples of alliteration found in the poem through class discussion


	Functionality/Interactivity
	Provide learning guidance, elicit the performance, provide feedback
	

	
	
	

	
	[image: image8.png]



	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Details
	The teacher pinpoints examples of alliteration for the students who in turn identify and share examples of their own from the poem.

	Audio
	

	Speech
	“Would someone please give us an example or definition of the use of alliteration?(Pause and wait for student responses indicating that they understand that alliteration is the repetition of initial consonant sounds)  Looking at the poem, what lines contain examples of alliteration?”(Pause and wait for possible answers: lines  2, 6, 11, 15, 15, 22, 23)

	Music 
	None

	Sound Effects
	Alliterative sounds such as the g sound in line two

	Text Attributes:
	Font type, size, and color: Arial, 12 point, black

	
	on outline 

	
	Standard textbook typeset

	Still Images:
	None
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Multimedia Storyboard

	Project: 
	Sound Effects in Poetry
	

	Date:
	January 13, 2002
	


	Scene Description: Identifying examples of assonance found in the poem through class discussion


	Functionality/Interactivity
	Provide learning guidance, elicit the performance, provide feedback
	

	
	
	

	
	[image: image9.png]



	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Details
	The teacher pinpoints examples of assonance for the students who in turn identify and share examples of their own from the poem.

	Audio
	

	Speech
	“Next, would someone please give us an example or definition of the use of assonance?(Pause and wait for student responses indicating that they understand that assonance is the repetition of vowel sounds)  Looking at the poem, what lines contain examples of assonance?”(Pause and wait for possible answers: lines  11, 13, 17)

	Music 
	

	Sound Effects
	Vowel sounds identified as examples of assonance such as the long e sound on line 11)

	Text Attributes:
	Font type, size, and color: Arial, 12 point, black

	
	on outline 

	
	Standard textbook typeset

	Still Images:
	None
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Multimedia Storyboard

	Project: 
	Sound Effects in Poetry
	

	Date:
	January 13, 2002
	


	Scene Description: Teacher and students identifying examples of onomatopoeia


	Functionality/Interactivity
	Provide learning guidance, elicit the performance, provide feedback
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	Details
	The teacher pinpoints onomatopoetic examples for the students who in turn identify and share examples of their own from the poem.

	Audio
	

	Speech
	“The final sound device that we are going to identify is onomatopoeia.  Who can tell me about that literary device?(Pause and wait for student response indicating that onomatopoeia is a word’s sound also indicates its meaning)  Does anyone recognize an onomatopoetic word in the poem?”(Suggested possible responses: burbling, whiffling, snicker-snack, chortled)

	Music 
	None

	Sound Effects
	Pronunciation of “sound” words such as “snap”, “burbling”, or “buzz”

	Text Attributes:
	Font type, size, and color: Arial, 12 point, black

	
	on outline 

	
	Standard textbook typeset

	Still Images:
	None
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Multimedia Storyboard

	Project: 
	Sound Effects in Poetry
	

	Date:
	January 13, 2002
	

	Scene Description: Students continue to analyze sound techniques in selected poetry

	Functionality/Interactivity
	Assess performance
	

	
	Enhance retention and transfer
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	Details
	Once the students have identified sound devices in “Jabberwocky”, then they will identify at least two examples each of those same sound devices in another narrative poem of fun and nonsense, “The Cremation of Sam McGhee”.

	Audio
	

	Speech
	“You are now going to look at another poem, ‘The Cremation of Sam McGhee’ and explore the sound devices found within that poem.  Like ‘Jabberwocky’, it is full of fun and nonsense.  As you read, note the use of sound techniques and record in your notebook at least two examples each of rhyme(internal and end), alliteration, assonance, and onomatopoeia.  We will compare your samples in class tomorrow and discuss how effective are their uses in poetry.”

	Music 
	None

	Sound Effects
	None

	Text Attributes:
	Literature text copy of the poem “The Cremation of Sam McGhee”(standard textbook typeset)

	Still Images:
	none


Lesson – Oral recitation of “Jabberwocky”
Sound Effects of Poetry


 I.  Rhyme


     Definition:  repetition of 


     sound coming at the end


     of or within a line of  poetry


II.  Alliteration


     Definition:  repetition of initial con-


     sonant sounds


III. Assonance


     Definition:  repetition of initial vowel


     Sounds


IV. Onomatopoeia


     Definition:  words which sounds 


     echo their meanings
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