Name Period

USGS: Water Science For Schools

Backboard — external links — USGS water science

Where is Earth’s water located?

1. Water continually moves around, through, and above the Earth in
what major forms?

2. Why is the Earth like a terrarium?

3. Looking at the bar charts, where does most of the Earth’s water exist?

4. Icecaps and Glaciers make up what percentage of all freshwater?

5. Look at the bar charts very carefully. Which makes up a larger percentage of the Earth’s
water, Groundwater or Lakes? Explain.

6. Looking at the pie charts, how much of the Earth’s water is usable by humans?
7. Again looking at the pie charts, where does most of our usable water come from?
. Click on “graphic of the water cycle” in the first paragraph
e Click on “Water storage in oceans” on “The Water Cycle” graph

8. What is saline water?

9. What concentration must water have to be considered saline?

10. Is the ocean’s water level constant? Explain.

e Click on “Water storage in ice and snow” under “Choose A Water Cycle Topic” at
the bottom of the page

11. Where is 90% of the Earth’s ice mass located?

12. Glacial ice covers approximately what percentage of all land?
13. If all glaciers melted today the seas would rise by how much?

e Click on “Snowmelt runoff to streams” under “Choose A Water Cycle Topic” at the
bottom of the page

14. In western states, what percentage of total water supply comes from snowmelt?




e Click on “Ground-water discharge” under “Choose A Water Cycle Topic” at the
bottom of the page

15. The term “ground water” is used to describe what area?

e Click on “Ground-water storage” under “Choose A Water Cycle Topic” at the bottom
of the page

16. The top of the surface where ground water occurs is called what?

17. When a well “goes dry,” what has happened?

e Click on “Condensation” under “Choose A Water Cycle Topic” at the bottom of the
page

18. What is condensation?

19. Condensation is the opposite of what process?

20. Where might you have noticed condensation (list 2 examples?

Answer the following questions using the attached table/graph

21.Which state has the highest percentage of inland water?

What else do you notice about this state? (hint: Land area)

22. What major ecological feature(s) do you know of that could explain Florida’s high percentage

of inland water?

How about in D.C.?

23. What feature(s) could account for Alaska’s extensive water area? (3rd column)




« Land Water Percent (i Land « Water
Ate i area , area Otfl’lzttaitse gﬁ State area ] area
?_sq. miles) 9. miles) water * (sg. miles) ?(sq. miles)

Rhode Island 1,212 158 13.0%  Kentucky 40,410 740
D. C. 69 6 8.7% Alabama 51,705 938
Florida 58,664 4,511 7.7% Texas 266,807 4,790
North Carolina 52,669 3,826 7.3% California 157,706 2,407
Maine 33,265 2,270 6.8% South Dakota 77,116 1,164
Louisiana 47,752 3,230 6.8% Georgia 58,910 854
Maryland 10,460 623 6.0% Idaho 83,564 1,153
Minnesota 84,402 4,854 5.8% lllinois 56,345 700
Massachusetts 8,284 460 5.6% Montana 147,046 1,658
Delaware 2,045 112 5.5% Missouri 69,697 752
New Jersey 7,787 319 4.1% Mississippi 47,689 457
Vermont 9,614 341 3.5% Pennsylvania 45,308 420
New York 49,108 1,731 3.5% Nebraska 77,355 711
Alaska 591,004 20,171 3.4% Oregon 97,073 889
Utah 84,899 2,826 3.3% Wyoming 97,809 820
New Hampshire 9,279 286 3.1% Ohio 41,330 325
Wisconsin 56,153 1,727 3.1% Hawaii 6471 46
Connecticut 5,018 147 2.9%  Indiana 36,185 253
South Carolina 31,113 909 2.9% Kansas 82,277 499
Michigan 58,527 1,573 2.7% Nevada 110,561 667
Virginia 40,767 1,063 2.6% lowa 56,275 310
Washington 68,139 1,627 2.4%  Colorado 104,091 496
Tennessee 42,144 989 2.3% West Virginia 24,232 112
Arkansas 53,187 1,109 2.1%  Arizona 114,000 492
North Dakota 70,702 1,403 2.0% New Mexico 121,593 258
Oklahoma 69,956 1,301 1.9%
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Data is from the Statistical Abstract of the United States, 1987 (represents INLAND water only)
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