4/29/05


Second and fourth periods watched two episodes of Futurama since they didn’t have time the week before and because the question sheets coincide well with the work we’re doing on the preterite and imperfect.  I varied the rules for each set of questions to keep from being too monotonous, but given the material kept the students’ interest anyway.


Third period watched one episode during an impromptu pizza party and then had a creative writing prompt that used the conditional.  I brought in a Conan the Barbarian action figure to use as a paper weight (and because I didn’t have anywhere to put it at home) and asked them to write about what would happen if the figure came to life.  I told them that the story that amused me the most would win and the winner would receive an item from Taco Bell of his or her choosing.  Both the Futurama episode and the writing assignment were well-received.

4/28/05


Second and fourth periods finished the readings on the Inca and worked in small groups to answer some selected chapter review questions.  Third period continued practicing with direct and indirect objects using the book and a few worthwhile writing exercises from the textbook’s accompanying workbook.

4/27/05


Second and fourth periods worked on translating several passages from the Inca readings today as well as worked on a writing prompt comparing daily routines as children to what they did yesterday.  They worked in small groups translating the passages from the reading and I could tell that most of them really enjoyed translating and I think I will start allowing them to do that more often.  The writing prompt went over well and it’s nice to see that most of them know when to use the preterite and when to use the imperfect already.


Third period continued our coverage of indirect and direct objects by going over gustar and verbs similar to it.  I was thrown for a loop when I had more students than I expected who had forgotten how to use reflexive verbs because that made our co-construct go in a different direction than I had expected.  By the end of the period, I felt confident that enough of the students understood the concepts to go ahead and assign the planned homework.

4/26/05


Second and fourth periods watched part of a video about the Incas and continued on a set of readings about their civilization.  We used the PACE model to review preterite and imperfect verbs and I had them go through and identify which was which and also write why they thought the verbs needed to use each tense.  I will set up the next text similar to this so that they will have a reading like that and will pick out the verbs and their reasons for being in a certain tense.


Third period watched the entire video (since I am not giving them the same reading), and I found out then how poor the rest of the video was.  After the point where I stopped the video for second period, the program jumps back and forth talking about the Incas and then other native tribes to the point where it confused my students.  We had an open discussion about the video afterwards and then did some practice with indirect and direct objects.

4/25/05


We began a college-level reading about the Incas and the civilization surrounding them in second and fourth periods.  This included various reading and verb identification exercises that I have been using frequently with these classes (and occasionally with third period) to both teach culture/history and help them identify verb tenses and why they are used.


Third period continued exercises from the book (and a short writing prompt that they proofread and corrected in class) on the conditional tense.

4/22/05


The food vocabulary quiz this week was not as well-received as the telephone quiz, even though it was in the same format.  I actually found myself not worrying about this being my fault because it was very obvious from comments and performance that many students received poor (C-F) grades because they didn’t study.  I am confident that I did everything right on this one and the students who earned bad grades were the ones dropping the ball.  This was a half-day, so after the quiz we did some sponge activities since there wasn’t time for a Futurama episode.


All third period had time to do today was watch their Futurama episode and answer questions about what happened in the program.  As usual, they enjoyed the episode and almost everyone was able to relate the main plot points of the episode in the target language.

4/21/05


Second and fourth did more practice exercises (mainly reading and comprehension) with food vocabulary and the preterite versus the imperfect.  We have mainly been using exercises out of the book or the writing book that accompanies the textbook, but I have selected some other good exercises from other books I have.


Third period corrected their writing prompt from the previous day and did some more practice exercises with the conditional tense.

4/20/05


We had an introduction to the preterite vs. the imperfect in second and fourth periods using BK Nelson readings and exercises.  This was done in the computer lab and these classes did not perform as well in the lab as my third period class has when they have been in the lab.  Nobody seemed able to follow directions and instead of going through the readings as I instructed, many students blazed through them because they knew I couldn’t observe their progress as easily in the lab as in the classroom.  I don’t know if this was because they are simple more immature than the older students in my Spanish III class or if it’s part of this Spring Mania that’s affected the whole school, but I came down hard on the students that weren’t taking the lesson seriously and told the class we would not be going to the lab for any “fun” activities like this for the rest of the year.


Third period did a few more practice exercises I made for them with the conditional tense and then worked on a longer writing prompt about what they would do if they had a million dollars.  Many of them seemed to have fun with this prompt, but I still had a few complaining about the assignment.  At this point, I just tune those students out because I know them well enough to know that they don’t want to do the work because they’re lazy, not because it’s too hard for them.  They perform well when they know a significant grade is attached, but hate to put forth any effort on “regular” work.  I may start counting writing prompts as quiz grades from now on as a motivator.

4/19/05


Second and fourth periods had a test on the imperfect tense today and grades were very good except for the inevitable students who conjugated all er/ir verbs with the conjugation for “ir.”  I offered some extra credit for those students, but felt far less sympathy than for the first test since nobody who actually studied for the test got below a B.  After the test, we finished our readings on the Maya.


Third period also had a test today on the future tense and that went really well.  There was only one F and they knew exactly what to expect because of what we have been doing in class and not because of a really thorough study guide.  After the test, the students accessed a poem on BK Nelson’s site as an introduction to the conditional and we did some practice exercises there.  They performed very well in the lab and nobody except the perpetual slackers did lax work despite the difficulty in monitoring individual work in the computer lab.

4/18/05


We started a short reading on the history of the Maya people in second and fourth periods focusing on meaning as well as identifying preterite tense verbs.  We also started vocabulary on food and reviewed for the test tomorrow. 


Third period did a short writing prompt in the future tense (Lo que hare este verano) and did several practice activities and exercises with the future tense for their test.

4/15/05


This was second and fourth periods’ first Friday with a Futuram episode and they were able to fill out their question guides with little difficulty in partners.  Like the Spanish III class, there was a lot of whining at first about how they should watch it in English with Spanish subtitles, but I refused to give in and told them to quite whining or we could do something less fun for them.  In the end, most of them were able to understand what was going on and pick out some familiar words.  We also had the telephone vocabulary quiz and performance was excellent.  I think this was due to the way I changed the format on the quiz.  This time I copied pictures from the textbook and taped them onto my master copy and included a word bank for students to match the words with the pictures instead of Spanish words to English words.  They still had a section where they put the English word for given Spanish words, but there were few errors in that as well.  I am definitely going to use pictures with my vocabulary quizzes from now on considering how well this went compared to some of the earlier vocabulary quizzes.


Third period was business as usual with several practice exercises using the future tense.  Many were from the book and some were activities on the board that I had devised, but nothing really eventful happened.

4/14/05


We continued practicing telephone vocabulary and the imperfect tense in second and fourth period.  Most of the work was from the book’s writing workbook, but we did have an oral activity where the students had telephone conversations.  Third period did a series of worksheets using the future tense to further reinforce the conjugations.  To break up the monotony we did a few sponge activities between exercises on the worksheets.

4/13/05


Though I’m afraid it makes me sound like the infamous case study in Dr. Shrum’s book, we watched a video about the Aztecs in all three classes today due to heavy absences in each class because of a field trip.  Unlike the case study, I think I engaged the students by stopping the video to discuss things or add in information and had some questions prepared for the students at the end of the video.  I also think the video itself did a great job of engaging the students by being really interesting.  I had to get the VHS videos from the library and a TV and cart instead of screening the program from the computer because these videos (and many other useful Spanish videos) have not been digitized yet.

4/12/05


Second and fourth periods did more practice with the telephone vocabulary and the imperfect tense.  In an odd twist, the students are very excited to be using the book now that we’re working with material that it covers with more material and don’t mind doing some work from the book.


Third period did a short writing prompt in the future tense and did some more practice exercises from the book for reinforcement.  We also had a short quiz on the Spanish history we have been covering over the past few weeks in this class as well as the others.

4/11/05


We started telephone (and some time) vocabulary in Spanish II today and did a lot of example sentences using those as well as a few activities from the book. Spanish III had their introduction to the future tense in the form of a poem from BK Nelson’s site and the story “Sapo y Sepo son amigos.”  We did this lesson outside, so most of the practice was oral.

4/08/05


We finished the newscast presentations with time enough left over to watch and summarize a Futurama episode today in third period.  They did a better job writing a summary this time, but I have decided to make sheets with questions about the episode for them to answer while viewing in the future to draw their attention to specific points.


Second and fourth periods continued practice with the imperfect and did a short writing prompt about what they used to do during the summer when they were small children.

4/07/05


Second and fourth periods were introduced to the imperfect tense today and did a lot of oral and writing practice with the conjugations.  Third period was spent doing their newscasts, with two groups left over by the end of the period.  Most of the presentations were very good, but some students had not practiced their scripts prior to today.

4/06/05


Second and forth periods spent the class doing a test on the preterite tense.  The test was primarily a writing prompt, which is what we have been doing a lot of so I felt it reflected the work we were doing in class.  This test turned out much better than the first one and I think a combination of testing similar to how we work in class and more studying was a significant factor.


Third period was originally supposed to present their newscasts today, but I gave them another day to rehearse since many of the groups had just finished their scripts or props yesterday and there were a couple of absences out of several groups.

4/05/05


I started out second and fourth periods with individual oral conversation quizzes using the phrases they are supposed to be saying to each other at the beginning of every class.  Most students came out with As or Bs, but the students who have been slacking off (and I have noticed slacking off), came out with poor grades.  I hope this ends up encouraging them to speak more during the time I give them to practice these short conversations.


Third period prepared their visual aides for their presentations, but some groups were just finishing up their projects due to slacking or absences within the group.  Overall though, this class has been putting in a lot of effort on this project.

4/04/05


Second and fourth periods spent most of the period doing various review exercises using the preterite tense and all its irregular verbs as part of our preparation for the test on Weds.  I gave them a series of really short writing prompts (using specific types of verbs) since I am planning on doing something like that for the test.


Third period continued writing their scripts for their newscasts today.  Except for a few people, everyone worked very hard on their project and put a lot of effort into them.

4/01/05


Second and fourth period had a final quiz on the “really irregular” preterite verbs today and began a comprehensive review sheet on the preterite tense.  I choose the book or workbook exercises that are actually worth doing and where each sentence is part of a larger story or dialogue to keep the practice contextualized.  I find that I have to ignore many of the exercises in the book because they only require repeating the questions with a sí or no and a verb conjugated in a different tense or person.


Third period watched an episode of Futurama and summarized it in Spanish and then began work on their scripts for their newscasts to be presented next week as their assessment on the imperfect vs. the preterite tense.

3/31/05


Second and fourth periods did a lesson about Los Moros in Spain today and did a writing prompt about what they did this morning between when they got up and arrived at school.  The Moros lesson was presented in the PACE format and I had them not only read for meaning and answer some oral questions, but identify and mark the verbs in the reading using the overhead.  This was the first time I used the overhead in class (I usually use the computer), and for this type of work, it was a more suitable tool.


Third period continued researching news stories from Hispanic countries in the computer lab today, and some groups even finished and were able to start figuring out how they were going to organize their newscasts.  They behaved well in the lab as usual.

3/30/05


Second and fourth periods spent the class correcting an earlier writing prompt and practicing various irregular verbs.  They also had another pop quiz on the irregular verbs I’ve been giving them every day.  This one turned out better than the others because they’re finally listening to me when I tell them they need to study the two verbs every night.


Third period went to the computer lab today to begin research on their newscast project and spent the entire period researching.  There were no behavior problems with them in the lab since we have been many times before and they know what I expect.

3/29/05


Second and fourth periods did an introductory reading about the arabs in Spain and had many activities centered around it.  They did a lot of verb identification and some translation after I had them read/skim each passage for comprehension.  The lesson went well even though they were reading material way over their level.


Third period finished some practice on the imperfect vs. preterite tense and I introduced them to a project that we are going to do instead of a test for their evaluation this time.  They are getting in groups of three and working on a newscast on current events in a Hispanic country of their choosing.  One person will play the anchor, reading the top stories in the country, another will play a economics/politics reporter reading stories related to those issues, and the third student will play the part of a sports/culture reporter covering those stories.  They will research the relevant news items on their countries via English and Spanish news sources on the internet and then write scripts for their own newscast summarizing their news articles.

3/28/05


In second and fourth periods, we finished the bullfighting video and answered some questions about it and had an open discussion about the topic.  Both the questions and the discussion went really well and the students handled the subject with more maturity than I was prepared for.


Third period watched a video about Iberian history and we continued reading and talking about the reconquest in class.

3/24/05


All of the classes had a numbers quiz and did practice worksheets on their respective tenses.  I was feeling very sick and they were in no mood to be cooperative today with their break about to start, so I gave them a lot of practice exercises.  I don’t like taking the easy way out like that, but I do feel that the exercises that I choose are worth doing and that it’s not busy work.  It’s just not a lot of variety.

3/23/05


Second and fourth periods did some practice reading and writing with the “double-vowel” irregular verbs.  We did several inconsequential exercises, but I feel I kept things varied enough so that they didn’t lose interest in the lesson.


Third period had an authentic reading on La Reconquista and marked verbs and deciphered meaning.  The reading was copied from one of my college-level textbooks, and as Lourdes pointed out, I probably should have broken passages up more for them to read instead of trying to plough through as much as we could.  They then had a writing prompt talking about one time when they were sick that was to use the preterite and imperfect tenses.

3/22/05


All my classes had writing prompts that they needed to proofread and correct and second and fourth periods spent a lot of time doing some practice on the board with the irregular verbs we have covered so far.


Third period also had a lecture and reading about the Moors in Spain that I think went well and kept their interest.  The reading on the Moors was simple enough that I think I can use it later with my Spanish II classes.

3/21/05


All the classes started on number vocabulary, and I hope with practice in class and for homework, they will be able to do any number from one to a thousand.  I decided to do this vocabulary this week because I still have students who don’t know the numbers that don’t know what page or question we are on when we go over work or I assign something.  After going over the numbers and building a list together, we had a lot of oral practice with them.


Second and fourth periods also had a writing prompt about what they did after school yesterday and third period did a writing prompt about their daily routines when they were little compared to their daily routines now.

3/18/05


Second and fourth watched a video about the history of Spain and I presented for them the powerpoint I made for the third year class the day before.  Third period identified imperfect and preterite tense verbs in authentic texts and pointed out why each verb was in each tense.  All of the classes were a little wild today since it was Friday and they just had a snow day the day before.

3/16/05


Second and fourth continued practicing the irregular verbs through some worksheets and short reading and writing exercises.  I presented a powerpoint on the prehistory of Spain to third period and they liked it much better than notes on the board.  They also had some practice from their textbook on the preterite versus the imperfect.

3/15/05


Second and fourth periods finished co-constructing the rules for the preterite tense and after some practice exercises (both written and oral), I introduced the cargarzar group of irregulars to them as the easiest group to recognize the irregularity. Third period 

3/14/05


Started on the preterite tense in second and fourth by attempting the PACE model with a short, authentic article about the history of Harley Davidson.  Students picked out all the verbs they could find and we categorized the verbs by type and they recognized that most of the verbs were either past or imperfect tenses (without labeling either as such until I drew attention to the preterite tense verbs).


Third period continued some practice exercises and corrected some writing prompts concerning the preterite versus the imperfect.

3/11/05


Second and fourth period did some reading exercises today that involved the preterite tense so they could see it in action more and I had them identify verbs in addition to skim for content.  Third period also had some readings with the preterite vs. the imperfect as well as a short worksheet where they had to choose one tense or the other.

3/10/05


Second and fourth had a lot of oral practice today.  We had our daily conversations and extended them so that I talked to everyone in each class and they talked to some others and were supposed to report back.  Unfortunately, some people slacked off and thought this time was better spent talking to their friends in English.  I tried to stop this through subtractions to participation grades when I saw it, but the classes are too large and the classroom is too hard to maneuver in sometimes to be completely effective.  They also had a short writing prompt about what they did last weekend.


Third period checked out some examples of the preterite and imperfect tenses being used together to talk about the past and started on some practice exercises.

3/09/05


Second and fourth period mainly did reading exercises with some questions related to the readings and nothing really noteworthy happened in either class.  Third period began covering the preterite versus imperfect and I introduced it with an article about the history of Harley Davidson and had them mark the verb tenses they could find and we co-constructed the preterite and imperfect being essential tenses for talking about the past by noting how many of those verbs were in the article compared to other tenses.

3/08/05


We had some short writing and reading exercises in second and fourth today and corrected a writing prompt in third and that was it. It seemed like a really long, very mundane day, but maybe that’s just because I was sick and miserable through the whole thing.

3/07/05


Second and fourth did a lot of writing practice in the present tense because even though we have had our test, I am not entirely sure they know what they’re doing and I think we have time to spend a day or two more on trying to hammer something into their heads that they should have remembered from Spanish I.  I can’t wait to cover a new tense so I don’t have to feel so frustrated about some of them (mainly the slackers who somehow got A’s with the Spanish teacher I replaced) are not even close to being on the level they need to be.


Third period continued their writing prompt from the other day and did a few drill-type exercises on the imperfect just to further reinforce the conjugations.  Since the material has already been introduced, I don’t see a problem with doing some drilling work as reinforcement.

3/04/05


Second and fourth periods watched a video on contemporary Spain in class today.  After the video, I regretted not having made a question sheet to draw attention to the main points because many of them couldn’t answer questions about the video after viewing it and I was asking simple questions in English and the video was in English as well.


Third period spent a lot of time with me clarifying the imperfect tense and its uses and starting on a writing prompt about what they used to do during their summers as children.

3/03/05


Second and fourth periods were spent taking their retest on the present tense.  This came out a little better than the first version, but some people still struggled and ended up with low D’s or high F’s.  Some of them neglected to study since they thought (for some reason) that since we had a snow day on the Monday that the test was scheduled for that we wouldn’t have it on our first day back.


Third period did several practice exercises with the imperfect and I think at this point that they all have the conjugations down.

2/25/05


During second and fourth periods today we reviewed again for our retest that's scheduled for next Monday.  I think Monday tests are awful and I wouldn't normally have one on a Monday, but I really have to since the six-weeks are ending soon and I need time to grade the tests.  I also feel justified since this is all material they had time to study for before, they have had a test on the material already, and it's all material they should have been able to be tested on earlier.  We mainly went over the uses for ser and estar again today as well as go over the first version of the test.  Dr. Shrum observed me during my fourth period and offered some valid advice about how I treat that particular class.

Third period was great since we finished the Harley Davidson article and were able to begin the imperfect review.  By checking the homework, they were able to recognize that the majority of the verbs were in the preterit or imperfect tenses because it was about the history and that both forms were past-tenses.  After going over the rules and uses, I gave them a short worksheet with the rules and four excercises using the imperfect.  Many students finished and I will plan for a mix of drilling and context activities next week.  Given that the imperfect is such a simple tense, we should be able to move onto new material (imperfect and the preterit together) either late next week or the week after.

2/23/05


Second and fourth periods had a lot of review with me on the things they missed on the test.  We spent a lot of time on stem-changing verbs and made a list of the verbs they need to be responsible for on the retest and I stressed how important it is that they recognize those verbs because many of them stem-change in the preterit tense as well.  Third period read an article I printed off from a Mexican newspaper about the history of Harley-Davidson.  I figured some of them would be able to recognize the brand and that existing knowledge would help them decipher the gist of the article.  I first had them read the whole article and then write, in their own words, a short summary of what they thought it was about.  I had a couple of whiners ("We can't read this. Translate it for us."), but almost everybody was able to summarize that it was a history of the Harley-Davidson company as well as a few details from the article and many students were able to write fairly in-depth summaries.  After that I had them mark all the verbs they could find in the article and for homework had them make a table and assign each verb under "infinitive, present, preterit, imperfect, and no sé."

2/22/05


Today I had tests in each of my classes.  Second and fourth periods had tests on the present tense and third had their test on the preterit tense.  Upon grading the tests, I realized that the second year classes were consistently missing the stem-changing verbs and a lot of students had clearly not studied the possessive adjectives because they didn't even know what they were to put in the blanks.  So many students got failing grades that I decided they needed more review and that a retest was a better option than establishing a massive curve.  Third period did much better and only ten or eleven students got below a B in a class of 25.  I did offer some additional extra credit for people with failing grades since we were only able to have the one test this six-weeks.

2/21/05


We spent the entire period in each of my classes today reviewing for the tests tomorrow.  We started out by going over all the grammar rules they would be responsible for and then made a list of the verbs that they should know by this point in Spanish.  We ended each period with group review games where I pulled questions from the test and asked them to three groups of students (with some changes).  I need to look for better review games because the significant problem with this game is that there are students who don't participate and the person answering for each group is invariably one of my better students.  Next time I will have each group rotate seats so everyone in that group will have to have a chance to answer a question.

2/18/05


After short review sessions in each class we had our geography quizzes.  Each class had the same quiz since I covered the same material in all three classes.  The first side had 15 Central and South American countries that the students needed to identify and they numbering was changed from their original handout so they did need to be able to identify the countries by location and site instead of just memorization.  The back of the quiz had various geography questions that were modified from the questions they had to research when they first got the geography handouts.  There were some questions on the second half of the quiz that I should have worded better or had clearer instructions.  Most students did well on this and they have given me a lot of good feedback on my culture lessons.  I'm glad for that because for most of them so far I have been lecturing, but they find me an entertaining enough speaker that they pay attention and get something out of it.  After the geography quiz, I went over what material would be on the test next Tuesday and answered questions about anything the students had concerns about and we reviewed.

2/17/05


Second and third periods had half a period of reviewing geography with me and talking about some of the South and Central American countries and then a second half of review games for the quiz tomorrow.  Winning teams received some extra credit for the quiz.  Fourth period still had to finish and go over their geography questions, so their time for the review games was shorter than the other two periods.  The game I used was kind of like a game we used to call jeopardy in high school even though it's nothing like the gameshow Jeopardy.  I split the class into three teams and let them choose one writer in each team.  When I asked them a question or pointed at a country on a map on the TV, they had to give the answer to their writer and that person had to come to the board and write the answer up before the other teams.  The size of my classroom was a major hindrance in this though since the teams had to be close together for every writer to be able to get fair access to the board.

2/16/05


I started out each class today by reading out the Spanish geography questions on the backs of their map handouts and having them translate the meaning together before having them start researching for the answers.  Most of the answers could be found in the maps in their books, but there were some that were critical thinking questions and a few that I had to help some students with.  Translating the questions took a long time and then I gave them the rest of the period to finish the questions and assisted students that needed help.

2/15/05


Today I gave the students a handout "Quien son los hispanos?" and read it aloud for them and had them translate it together.  It was a very brief summary of the hispanic culture and what it is and what it means to be hispanic and I added a lot to it and had them take notes on my supplemental material.  I put the Spanish versions of the names of the Spanish-speaking countries on the back and we went through the pronunciation of each one and I would add various things I knew about the countries and fielded some questions.  The students really liked this lesson even though it was me talking almost the whole time and only a handful out of all my classes didn't pay attention.  Except for the initial translation, it was a very teacher-centered lesson and I think they liked it because it was something of a break for them since almost everything else we do is really student-centered.  More of the workload was on me, but they were still responsible for paying attention and getting something out of the material and I think most of them did just that.

2/14/05


Today we talked about possessive adjectives and how to use them and did some activities using them and then reviewed the uses for ser and estar in second and fourth periods.  In third period, we went over some work from last week on the preterit tense and also reviewed the possessive adjectives.  In each class I announced a geography quiz for the end of the week and we started identifying the Spanish-speaking countries with Central and South American countries being the focus of the quiz on Friday.

