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MEASURE OF RESPECT

Robert A. Paterson [Jan 23, 1926 – May 13, 2008] was born in Reno, Nevada and received his early education 
in the Reno public school system. During World War II, Bob served in the U.S. Navy. After a B.A. in Biology 
(1949) from the University of Nevada, an M.A. in Biological Sciences from Stanford (1952), and Ph.D. in 
Botany from the University of Michigan (1957), Bob served as Assistant and Associate Professor of Botany at 
the University of Maryland (1957-67). Most of us got to know Bob Paterson far better in his next job.

In 1967, Bob came to Virginia Tech as Professor and Biology Department Head. Over a span of just 12 years 
(1967-79), he hired about 30 new faculty, many of whom remain near the Tech campus today. Until his retire-
ment in 1994, Bob served in many capacities as administrator and teacher. These included Associate Dean for 
Administration, Associate Dean for Research and Graduate Studies, Interim Dean  for the College of Arts & 
Sciences, Director of the Center for the Study of Science & Society, and the Science and Technology Studies 
Graduate Program. Many of us knew Bob as a friend, in his capacity as a teacher of biology and botany, or as 

a researcher in the taxonomy, ecology, and distribution of aquatic fungi. Much of that research was conducted at the University of Michigan 
Biological Station, University of Alaska, and Antarctica. Bob directed and completed degree programs for 13 Ph.D. students in Botany.

After retirement and during the last few years of his life, Bob Paterson frequently joined the retired biology faculty (OWLS) for their monthly 
lunches, many of the OWLS having been hired by him. We always enjoyed his sense of humor and company. The Department of Biological 
Sciences has established an endowment fund called The Robert and Marion Paterson Graduate Scholarship.                                                         

From Dr. Bruce Parker

Retiring
Jack Cranford (Associate Department Head)
Joe Cowles (Associate Dean and Former Department Head)
Asim Esen (Professor)
Duncan Porter (Professor) 

Promotions and Tenure
Jack Evans (Advanced Instructor)
Mary Lipscomb (Senior Instructor)
David Popham (Professor)
Jill Sible (Associate Dean of the College of Science)

New Faculty Members
Daniel Capelluto (Assistant Professor, Cell Biology)
Birgit Scharf (Assistant Professsor, Microbiology)

New Postdoctoral Associates & Research Associates
Karen M. Eikenaar Bouwman (Hawley Lab)
Cas Eikenaar (Moore Lab)
Enma Veronica Espinosa (Li Lab)
Sungbeom Lee (Tholl Lab)

New Staff
Sarah Davis (Lab Specialist, Li Lab)
Melissa Cumbee (Administrative and Program Support) 
Laila Kirkpatrick (Lab Specialist, Hawley Lab)
Katrina Lasley (Lab Specialist, Microbiology)
Chiquita Thomas (Lab Specialist, General Biology)
Nileshwari Vaghela (Lab Specialist, Sible Lab)
Paul Youmans (Lab Specialist, Phillips Lab)

The OWLS, our Older Wiser Learned 
Scientists, have continuously met sev-
eral times per semester to keep involved 
with university programs, and sustain 
the strong sense of community that 
characterizes our department.  Shown in 
the picture are several members of the 
OWLS and current faculty at a lunch 
meeting held on December 12, 2007.  

Front row left to right: Charles Ruth-
erford, Bill Claus, Bob Paterson, Bob 
Jones, Bruce Parker.  

Second row left to right: Al Heath, Curt 
Adkisson, Noel Krieg, Ernie Stout, 
Khidir Hilu, Bob Benoit and Al 
Hendricks.




