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Getting started in the Virginia Tech Libraries

Here are some links to library resources you should familiarize yourself with, including a couple for which you should create your (free) personal accounts in order to get the articles and books you need.

· First thing if working from outside the main campus network (“off-campus” includes the VT centers in Alexandria, Richmond, and Riva San Vitale): always start your search sessions by logging into the VT Library network by clicking on the "Off-campus Sign-in" button on the top right of the library homepage < http://www.lib.vt.edu>, then enter your Tech PID and password in the boxes, and click Submit.  

· If you have a wireless account, it’s more convenient and more secure to use a Virtual Private Network instead:

· Overview: < http://www.computing.vt.edu/internet_and_web/internet_access/vpn.html > 

· Sample set-up instructions (for Windows XP): < http://answers.vt.edu/ask4help/connection/vtkb2304.htm> 

· Create your ILLiad account for getting books and copies of articles from Newman Library and elsewhere.  

· See the interlibrary loan department's instructions for first-time ILLiad users in its help section < http://www.ill.vt.edu/ILLiadDocs/ILLiadCustomerHelpMain.htm#First%20Time%20Users >. 

· ILLiad is so central to doing your work that the link is right in the middle of the library homepage 

· Create your Ingenta account for getting articles faster than by ILLiad. The library will pay per article for VT users if  they created their accounts and logged into them 
· See the user guide to Ingenta < http://www.lib.vt.edu/help/handouts/ingenta-dg61.pdf>. 

· TIP: The shortcut to any VT library database if you know its title: enter its name in the database finder box at the bottom of the Find column of the library homepage 

· Explore the library homepage 

· Subject guides < http://www.lib.vt.edu/help/subsatoz.html> that identify key research resources, notably online indexes and databases for starting most research in the field, along with contact information for the library's subject specialists. The link to these subject pages is listed in the Help column. 

· Political science subject page is < http://www.lib.vt.edu/dsp/index.php?subject=107>.  
· Public administration page is < http://www.lib.vt.edu/dsp/index.php?subject=109>.  
· Always start at the top (“view all”) level before looking at the more specialized sub-pages. 

· Addison, the library catalog 

· On the library home page, click on the word Addison near the top center of the page to get the full search options. 

· See user guides for basic < http://www.lib.vt.edu/help/handouts/Addison-web-dg55.pdf> and specialized features < http://www.lib.vt.edu/help/handouts/addison-features-dg1.pdf> 

· Note especially the tab for journal-title searching.  

· The top box on the search page is for finding periodicals we get in hard copy.  

· Use the lower box to search for periodicals we get online as part of our GetVText service, which connects you to 1) online articles (and some books) if we have access, 2) a link that searches for that publication in the catalog, and 3) a link to populate an ILLiad request form (which you'll see when you log into your ILLiad account). 

· The “My Library Record” tab is a power tool for you: log in (with name and ID number – not (yet) PID/password – to save searches for ongoing research, review your library record and renew items online, and keep your contact information up to date.

· Database user guides to get people started in a number of our online resources: < http://www.lib.vt.edu/help/handouts/guides-abbrev.html> 

· The database shortcut box (bottom of "Find" column) for getting to databases by entering a word from their titles 

· Review my suggestions for determining one's information need and thinking strategically about searching.  

· See my site < http://www.lib.vt.edu/help/subjects/poli/SoSciMethods.html>. 

The more you have worked your way through these starting points, the more we can concentrate on using the library's resources effectively when I meet you in person.


Consider taking our Learn How to Use workshops, offered throughout the semester.  Watch the announcements box on the library homepage or the archive at < http://news.lib.vt.edu/libnews/index.php>

For more in-depth treatment of effective literature searching, consider taking the library’s one-credit class for Blacksburg students, GRAD 5124: Library Research Skills.  For fall semester, these sections are offered Wednesdays 4-5 pm; in spring, they will probably be on Thursdays.

· Humanities: CRN 96870. TORG 1040.  Contact: Connie Stovall  <cjstovall@vt.edu> 

· Life Sciences: CRN 96871.  TORG 1080.  Contact:  Kiri Goldbeck  <kgoldbec@vt.edu> 

· Social Sciences: CRN 96872. LIBR 207.  Contact:  Bruce Pencek <bpencek@vt.edu> 

· Physical Sciences/Engineering: CRN 96873. TORG 3310.  Contact: Ed Lener <lener@vt.edu>  
· Education: CRN 96874. LIBR 209.  Contact: Michelle Young <myoung@vt.edu> 

Feel free to contact me or any of my colleagues with problems, questions, and so on.

